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Bluetongue 

On 1st July 2025, the Bluetongue restriction zone was extended to cover the whole of England. 
Since then, there have been 147 conƱrmed cases of Bluetongue. Presently, none has been 
conƱrmed in County Durham, North Yorkshire or Northumberland. Due to recent reductions in 
temperature, experts consider that the risk of spreading from the midge vector is now very low in 
this area. However, livestock keepers still need to be aware and look out for signs of infection in 
animals as the movement of infected animals and animal products continue to pose a risk. 
APHA advise that vaccination is the best way to protect livestock. They suggest livestock 
farmers should discuss vaccination with their vets before the next active transmission period 
for the disease begins in spring 2026. 
 

 

Bird Flu 

On 30th October 2025 new mandatory biosecurity came into place. This requires the housing of 
all birds in high-risk areas. The list includes Durham, Cumbria and North Yorkshire. There is an 
exemption for Ʋocks of less than 50 birds where eggs and poultry products are just for the 
owner’s use.  
 

 

SFI Update 

If you have accepted an SFI agreement, the RPA should make quarterly payments automatically. 
However, it is your responsibility to complete an Annual Declaration each year, before the 
Ʊnal quarterly payment will be made.  This declaration will become available to complete 
roughly 10 months after your start date (approx. 2 months before the end of your agreement 
year), this must then be done online.  
For agreements that contain rotational actions, there is an additional Rotational Actions 
Declaration to complete.  
Failure to complete these before the year end could result in losing some or all of the 
payment. 
 

 

CS Mid-Tier Agreements – One-Year Extension 

The RPA is oƯering a one-year extension to Countryside Stewardship (CS) Mid-
Tier agreement holders whose agreements are due to expire at the end of December 2025. 
What you need to do: 

• The RPA will contact you within the next few weeks if you are eligible for an extension. 

• You must reply to the offer by 27 November 2025 if you wish to accept the extension. 

 

If you have not heard from the RPA by 10 November 2025 and your agreement expires in 
December 2025, you should contact the RPA directly or contact the UTASS team for 
assistance. 
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Cattle IdentiƱcation Update 

You will by now have heard rumours of Cattle EID Tags coming. Although these have rumbled 
around for years, Defra has now conƱrmed what these changes will be and when these will 
happen.  
From Summer 2026, Defra will introduce changes to cattle identiƱcation, registration and 
reporting.  
New requirements will see EID Tags be mandatory for all new-born calves from 2027, 
enabling tags to be scanned as you would with Sheep. At the moment, there is no indication that 
existing, registered Cattle with non-EID tags will need replacement tags.  
 

A note for anyone who brings Cattle from Scotland – Scottish EID tags for cattle will be ultra-
high frequency (UHF), unlike those in England where the tags will be low frequency (LF) 
technology. This may be an issue if you intend to scan read both types of tag.  
 

This may seem unnecessary to many, however, it will improve the industry’s ability to respond 
eƯectively to disease. 
 

 

 

 

 

Need help? 

Contact the UTASS Farming Team for help on anything mentioned in this brieƱng or anything 
else farming related.  
 

Phone: 01833 641010   Email: info@utass.org 

 


